
Bendigo Theatre Company 

Newsletter 

March 2025 

Important Dates 

B# Chorus every Monday 6:30- 7:30pm 

Costume Dept. Helpers & Sewers   every Tuesday 10 – 1pm 

Wednesday Crew Volunteers   every Wed 9am-12 noon 

Saturday Crew Volunteers   most Saturdays 9am – 12 noon 

Gaslight rehearsals   every Wednesday and Sunday 

TEN x 10  Mandatory Rehearsal #2   Tuesday 18th March 

School of Rock Get Audition Ready  Sunday 23rd March 12 noon 

TEN x 10  Bump In & Tech at PLBBT   Sat 29th Mar – Tue 1st April 

School of Rock Information night    Sunday April 1st 6pm – 7pm 

TEN x 10  Performance dates   Thursday 3rd – Sunday 13th April  

Blood on the Clocktower event at PLBBT Tuesday April 8th 7-9pm 

School of Rock Auditions 1st – 4th May 

BTC Committee meeting   Monday 14th April 7:30pm 

BTC AGM (all welcome)   Tuesday 14th May 

Gaslight Bump In to PLBBT   Monday 19th May 

Gaslight Performance at PLBBT   Thu 22nd May – Sun 1st June  

Showcase  Friday 13th June 7pm 

School of Rock  Performances Ulumbarra 18 – 21st September 

BTC Web Page: https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/ 

PLBBT stands for Bendigo Theatre Company’s own 

intimate Theatre Space ‘Particia Lyon Black Box Theatre’ 

BTC email: bendigotheatrecompany@gmail.com 

Bendigo Theatre 

Company brings you 

the classic thriller 

‘Gaslight’, in May    

Tickets are available so 

book now: 
https://www.trybooking.com

/events/landing/1355920 

GOT TALENT?  Are you an actor, dancer, singer 

performer, comedian or musician?  Do you want your 

chance to perform on stage in front of like-minded 

individuals?  Join the line-up in our mid-year 

SHOWCASE!!  More details inside! 

More about Gaslight inside! 

https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/
mailto:bendigotheatrecompany@gmail.com
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1355920
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1355920


  

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL COUNCIL 
Earlier in the week, the BTC Committee welcomed Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Karen 

Corr, Cr Thomas Prince to our BTC Shed. A tour of the facility was provided, followed by 
a discussion about our hopes for the company in the future. We are all interested in 

ensuring BTC remains a vibrant and sustainable performing arts company in the future, 
and we look forward to working with the council in the future to ensure its longevity. 

We appreciate the time given by Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Karen Corr, Cr Thomas 
Prince, and we look forward to working with them now and into the future. 

City of Greater Bendigo 

Remember to book your tickets to our various productions. See our website for details: 
https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/ 

 

Get your tickets for 
10xTEN now!   

An inexpensive night of live 
theatre at the PLBBT – 

don’t miss out!  Book here: 
https://www.trybooking.co
m/events/landing/1366000 

Features 10 original plays, 
each up to 10 minutes long. 

Written by local amateur 
playwrights. 

Directed and performed by 
novice or experienced 

individuals. 

Performances over 2 
weekends from 3rd to 13Th 

April  

Matinees begin at 2:30pm, 
Night performances at 

7:30pm 

 

Some rehearsal 

shots from one 

of the 10 

minute plays. 

https://www.facebook.com/CityofGreaterBendigo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWV4Mpj5MEkWFji-w4SCkOt5_xTrnzq-XyjQp4hJdexD4Xy-R7KcaHLCuTYIBeP7dK_pYn59N6PpisGALLe1wdLMj3jdvJRf8Qx4eVEvHbiRz35V7NAoMJPNtndb4GDFnGttWsthJQpkIzJnMA0AGwZTs0JFlVSAH5oPLwKhIW1xctV8BZHui01RRTqrklqQ24&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3CnwoAn6nHwsk0qhuEaKyLvpkM1xYfUvALYIDIhJj1tJELsghbGIc4xT0_aem_afStUgYjStZHXgdqKRAjQg
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1366000
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1366000


  

Our talented cast are currently rehearsing this 

classic Victorian era thriller - and already it is 

coming to life!  Performing on stage at our very own 

Patricia Lyon Black Box Theatre (PLBBT) from Opening 

Night Thursday 22nd May 7:30pm, running over 2 

weekends only until Sunday 1st June 2025.  Get your 

tickets before it is too late! 

Night performances begin at 7:30 

Matinee performances on Saturday & Sunday at 2pm. 

The story … 

Bella Manningham, once a beauty but now pallid and withdrawn, suffers from 

what she believes are the early stages of insanity, a disease from which her 

mother died. Her husband, Jack Manningham, struggles to help her, and 

spends his evenings out on the town in order to cope. Or so he makes her 

believe. 

But what of the dimming lights and footsteps heard within the house while 

her husband is away? Are these simply a figment of her delusional mind? 

This Victorian thriller will keep you on the edge of your seat as you discover 

the mysteries of the Manningham home. 

Brought to you by Origin Theatrical, on behalf of Samuel French.                        

A Concord Theatricals Company 

 
Director: Keva 

Lloyd 

Associate 

Directors: 

Blythe Porter 

and Meg 

Coles 

Starring: 

Tara Glozier 

Jamie Morgan 

Grant Finlay 

Emily Bibby 

Georgia Jones 

Benjamin 

Reid 

Hayden 

Wilkinson 

Director Keva Lloyd, and Associate Directors 

Blythe Porter and Meg Coles watching on 

Keva Lloyd giving direction to Jamie and Tara 



  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

BTC brings to the Ulumbarra stage in 

September 2025 – School of Rock! 

“And we shall teach rock ‘n’ Roll…To the world!”  And 

the local Bendigo community and beyond! 

School of Rock the musical is Andrew Lloyd Webber’s award-

winning smash musical based on the hilarious hit movie. 

The musical follows Dewey Finn, a failed, wannabe rock star 

who decides to earn a few extra bucks by posing as a substitute 

teacher at a prestigious prep school. There he turns a class of 

straight-A students into a guitar-shredding, bass-slapping, 

mind-blowing rock band – sensationally performed live by the 

production’s young actors every night with roof-raising energy! 

Originally premiering on Broadway before transferring to 

London’s West End as well as various tours including US and UK 

tours, School of Rock means school is back in – forever! 

School of Rock is a Bendigo Theatre Company and Tribe 

Youth Theatre production. Casting will be in line with the 

casting guide for the professional musical.  Students in 

the show are young teens and must be in high school.  

On-stage musicians (Zack, Lawrence, Freddie, Katie – 

and Dewey) must be able to play their instruments live 

on stage – and WILL be asked to play Stick it to the Man 

in their audition. Follow the YouTube tutorials on our 

Website at the bottom of the School of Rock page, at:  

https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/season-

2025/school-of-rock/ 

 

A word from our Director – Emily Holmes … I am thrilled to be directing Bendigo Theatre Company’s 

production of School of Rock and bringing this electrifying show to life with the incredible talent of our local 

community. My passion for theatre runs deep—I have spent years directing and teaching drama, working with 

performers of all ages to create productions that are engaging, dynamic, and full of heart. I believe that 

theatre is more than just entertainment; it’s a powerful way to bring people together, tell meaningful stories, 

and provide performers with an opportunity to challenge themselves artistically. My connection with Bendigo 

Theatre Company runs back more than a decade, having performed with BTC since 2013. Over the years, I 

have taken on a variety of roles both on and off the stage, developing a deep appreciation for the creativity 

and dedication that defines this community. Whether acting, directing, or mentoring young performers, my 

goal has always been to foster an environment of collaboration, innovation, and confidence. A Rock 

Revolution: The Vision for School of Rock is more than just a fun, high-energy musical—it’s a story about 

passion, rebellion, and the transformative power of music. My vision for this production is to harness that 

energy and bring it to the Bendigo stage in a way that feels fresh, exciting, and deeply personal to our 

community. We will lean into the raw, electric energy of the music, ensuring that every performance captures 

the essence of what it means to truly rock out. The set and staging will immerse the audience in the world of 

Dewey Finn and his unlikely band of young rock stars, balancing the humour and heart of the story while 

delivering a visually striking and musically thrilling experience. At its core, School of Rock is about 

empowerment—finding your voice, breaking free from expectations, and embracing the joy of music. 

Whether you’re a lifelong theatre lover or seeing your first show, I want this production to ignite that same 

passion in our audience.  Be a part of BTC’s high energy show – we want your inner rocker to shine on stage.  

Whether you’re auditioning, working behind the scenes, or rocking out in the audience, I invite you to be part 

of this unforgettable journey. So, get ready to turn up the volume—because School of Rock is going to be a 

show like no other! 

This powerhouse group is ready to rock your 
socks off and deliver an unforgettable musical 

experience: 
Director: Emily Holmes 
Musical Director: Coming soon - watch this space! 
Choreographer: Kaddison Kearin 
Technical Director: John Trainor 
LX, Sound and Projection design: Ian Scott 

Stage Manager: Bevan Madden 

Assistant Stage Manager: Selina Trainor 
Production Designer: Oliver Willits 
Production Manager: Kristen Beever 
Assistant Production Managers: Barbara Billings, 
Emma Kelly 

 

Information Night Sun April 1st    Auditions 1st to 4th May    Audition Bookings open at the Information Night Event 

https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/season-2025/school-of-rock/
https://www.bendigotheatrecompany.org.au/season-2025/school-of-rock/


  

BTC IS A CHILD SAFE 
ORGANISATION 

Bendigo Theatre Company is 
committed to being a child safe 
organisation and with the release 
of new Government guidelines for 
community groups, the BTC 
committee are in the process of 
upgrading our current practises 
and policies so that all children 
who attend BTC events feel and 
are safe.  A summary of the child 
safe standards is attached to this 
newsletter and all members and 
parents are urged to read this.   
The upgraded and new policies 
will be available to be accessed on 
the BTC website. Queries 
comments or questions should be 
emailed to the committee. 

 

B # Sharp Chorus meets every Monday night between 6:30-7:30pm.  

They are eagerly preparing for the next Showcase at BTC is always 

wanting more participants, especially Tenor/Bass voices which we sorely 

lack. If you want to talk about what we're currently working on, we're 

doing: Make You Feel My Love (Adele Version) - Bob Dylan  

 Say Something - The Great Big World ft. Christina Aguilera  

 Home - Phillip Phillips     

 Africa – Toto      

 Stand by Me - Ben E King                   

With more voices we could dip into                                                          

some more complex pieces I have on        

the backburner, so new people would         

be great.                                                                      

Thankyou from B# Sharp Chorus! 

 

 

BTC Members SHOWCASE     
Expression of Interest 

Where: Patricia Lyon Black Box Theatre 

When: Friday, June 13th, 7:00pm – approx. 10:00pm 

Our third year of Bendigo Theatre Company Members Showcases kicks off 
in mid-2025, and we are looking for performers interested in taking part. 

Whether you are a singer, dancer, actor, stand-up comic or 
instrumentalist, if you have a talent you want to show off to the BTC 

Membership we’d like to hear from you. 

Host and organiser Tom Moore will be accepting all entrants, so please 
forward your submissions directly to him at 

thomasalexander1812@gmail.com 

 

BTC uses 2 local photographers 

to do their cast, crew and show 

photography and films.  Daniel 

Soncin Pictures & Elijah Clark 

with Blurr Photography.  Support 

local talent! 



 

Robert Holian and Plant-based Musical 

Robert recently put on a small showcase at the PLBBT at BTC, to get his creative idea 

out into the world, with the help of some very talented singers, dancers and musicians.  

He has planted the seed, and is ready to watch it flourish and grow!  

In his own words … I learned piano as a young child, after seeing my older sister learn 

the piano, and deciding that anything she could do, I could do better. Typical younger 

brother behaviour, basically. By the time I started high school, I was no longer learning 

piano formally, but my passion for music was reignited by learning about musical 

theatre, and getting involved in high school productions. I started writing my own 

satirical songs, about friends, or school-related topics, pretending I was like Tim 

Minchin, who in the mid 2000’s was really having a moment in the Australian comedy 

scene. I’ve threatened to write a full-length musical a number of times, but never 

progressed beyond writing a handful of songs, or a few broad outlines for potential 

plots. University study, medical school, and then the relentlessness of my hospital-

based junior doctor schedule, all eventually tore me away from exploring my creativity. 

My journey to writing Plant-based Musical began in 2020, with my first audition for a 

BTC show, We Will Rock You. I was battling some poor mental health at the time, and 

thought that getting involved in community theatre again would be a way of staying 

social, having some fun, and achieving some work-life balance. COVID-19 put a nix on 

all of that, but even the process of auditioning for the show helped me realise I was on 

the right track. So one day in July 2020, in the middle of the second COVID-19 lockdown 

we experienced, while mowing the lawn in my backyard, I had a dumb idea: What if the 

trees, shrubs and flowers in my garden could talk, sing, and dance? What if all the 

plants in my yard had their own personalities, hopes and dreams? It occurs to me now 

that I probably just missed the company of my friends, but if that wasn’t possible, why 

couldn’t that idea become a musical to satisfy my theatre cravings? 

Although I sketched the plot out first, I wrote the script and score sequentially, one 

scene then one song at a time, arranging the music for 8 musicians, which took nearly 

four years to complete. I then spent about 9 months recording demo tracks of the 

whole score with my wife in our garden shed, because by that time we had a young 

child who we couldn’t wake from sleep with my noisy music. Even though it’s been a joy 

creating Plant-based Musical and having an outlet for my creative passions, it’s only 

natural that when you spend nearly 5 years of your life working on something in your 

spare time, you do sort of want to show people what you’ve created! It’s a silly show, 

with a ridiculous premise and catchy music, but it also explores themes of self-

discovery, personal growth, grief, and the ethics of competitive vs. collaborative 

mindsets. 

So ultimately, I would love to premiere Plant-based Musical in Bendigo with BTC, with 

the people that helped me rediscover my passion for musical theatre in the first place. If 

I achieve that, then I would love to see the show go on to be produced elsewhere, and 

prove that new musicals can be produced and written in regional Australia but grow 

their audience around the country. From little things, big things grow. 

Robert Holian – creator of Plant-based Musical. 

 

 

For any information from Robert about Plant-

based Musical, please contact:   

Website is www.plantbasedmusical.com 

Email: rob.holian@y7mail.com 

Mobile: 0401 265 399 

 



 

BTC Presents “Blood on the Clocktower” 

April 8th, 2025 – 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

The Patricia Lyon Black Box Theatre 

Our 2025 Blood on the Clocktower season opened with a bang in 
January, where a group of six complete newcomers joined a 

collection of our regulars, creating a thrilling and exciting new 
dynamic and a rare win for the Townsfolk. But things will get 

harder now as we tackle “Bad Moon Rising”, a script of terrifying 
new demons, powerful new minions, and a lot of clouded 

information and pitfalls for the unwary. 

To book your place for this game (taking 
place on the second Tuesday of April; be 

sure to come along the week prior for 
the School of Rock information evening!) 

scan the QR Code provided or go to: 
https://www.trybooking.com/CZRYF       

I hope to see you there! 

 

BTC Invited To Speak At a 

Parliamentary Committee 

Hearing Into Arts Funding 

On Thursday 13th March, Vern and I attended a public 

hearing at Parliament of Victoria at the invitation of 

the Economy & Infrastructure Committee Legislative 

Council, which included Gaelle Broad MLC. 

The Committee is conducting an inquiry into the Arts, 

and investigating funding and supports available to 

Victoria's cultural and creative industries.  

The enquiry includes examining Victoria's share of 

national arts and cultural spending (including share 

allocated to regional Victoria); the ongoing financial 

sustainability of arts training organisations; and 

whether state and federal policies and spending are 

sufficient to support the industries following the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. A range of creative 

agencies and organisations, including BTC, were 

invited to give evidence to the enquiry.  

During our one-hour hearing, we appeared alongside 

Leah Sertori & Megan Champion as representatives of 

Emporium Creative Hub and we were each invited to 

give a statement. I gave a ten minute opening 

statement to the Council describing BTC’s story – our 

history, our achievements & our values with strong 

emphasis on our status as a community theatre 

company run entirely by and for volunteers. I also 

described our funding model and the scarce and 

sporadic financial assistance we receive from outside 

of BTC. (A full transcript is available upon request.) 

We were then questioned by the Committee for the 

remainder of the session based upon our statement, 

what assistance we have received, how we have used 

that, what help they can give to us and what impact 

the COVID lockdowns had upon us and our people 

young and old. 

It was a very interesting and worthwhile experience 

and certainly raised the profile of BTC amongst our 

peers. The final report on the Inquiry is due to be 

tabled on 31st August 2025 and I hope for a very 

positive outcome for BTC.  

I’d like to thank Vern for his support during the inquiry 

and to Col Brown & Bob Caldwell for their support by 

sitting in the Public Gallery. 

Conor Cunningham – President of BTC 

 

On right: Conor Cunningham & Vern Wall representing BTC 

https://www.trybooking.com/CZRYF


 

 

 

            
Dear Valued Patron, 
 
Bendigo Theatre Company is about to embark on a significant project to improve the facilities offered 
in this building and bring it up to meet the demands of the 21st century. 
 
The motivations for this initiative are: 

• the lack of child-safe changing rooms with appropriate accessibility for disabled patrons 
• our required compliance with government regulations concerning our toilet facilities.  
• the comfort of patrons upon entering the building. 

 
An artist's impression of how the building could look is currently on display on our green room notice 
board. Our architect is developing this impression into architectural drawings to be forwarded for 
approval, however the re-developments will require substantial funding. 
 
Our theatre is one of its kind in Bendigo, it offers a space for small audiences and is a vital resource 
for the functioning of the BTC.  
 
As a valued patron, we are sure you see the benefits of this project. If you feel strongly about 
supporting BTC's fulfilment of this project, then there are ways you are able to help: 
 

• Option 1 
Sponsor a seat- $120 per seat with a plaque of honouring the donor to be placed on a seat.  
Please fill out the tear-off form below. 

• Option 2 
If you represent a company or philanthropic trust, or wish to make a larger donation, please 

speak with a front-of-house attendant or a BTC Committee person for more details.  

Donations can be made direct to BTC -   BSB 633-000 - A/C No. 133760868 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I pledge to sponsor a seat in the Patricia Lyon Black Box Theatre @ $120 per seat. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signed: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name on Plaque: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


